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I. General Statement:  
A. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  cha rac te r :  Belleview is a n o t a b l e  example of a  

l a t e -e igh teen th -cen tu ry  p l a n t a t i o n  house i n  south  c e n t r a l  V i r g i n i a  and is  a 
r a r e  e a r l y  su rv ivor  f o r  t h e  a rea .  The house is  d i s t ingu i shed  by f i n e l y  
d e t a i l e d  i n t e r i o r s .  

B. Condition of  t h e  f a b r i c :  Excel len t .  

11. Descr ip t ion  of t h e  Ex te r io r :  
A. Overa l l  dimensions: The f ive-bay (45 f t . ) ,  two-story house ha 

a  two-story e l l  a d d i t i o n  one bay long and two bays wide. A l a r g e  sun  porch 
was added i n  t h e  corner  of  t h e  e l l  i n  t h e  mid-1950's. A t  t h e  same t ime,  
a  two-bay, one-s tory  wing was added on t h e  south  end. Attached t o  t h e  west 
of t h i s  wing i s  a long one-s tory  k i t chen  wing and se rvan t s  q u a r t e r s .  1 

B. Foundations: Brick. 
C. Wall cons t ruc t ion :  Beaded weatherboarding pa in t ed  gray. 
D. Porches: The o r i g i n a l  t r io- t ie r  p o r t i c o  has a  g a b l e  roof .  A 

l u n e t t e  w i th  r a d i a t i n g  muntins i s  s e t  i n  t h e  typanum. Slender  Greek I o n i c  
columns suppor t  t h e  p o r t i c o  on both l e v e l s .  The b a l u s t r a d e  f e a t u r e s  turned 
b a l u s t e r s  and a  molded r a i l .  Four b r i c k  s t e p s  da t ing  from t h e  mid-1950's 
ascend t o  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l .  The upper l e v e l  is  reached from t h e  second f l o o  

E. Chimneys: A t  each end of  the  main block and a t  t h e  end of t h e  
wing i s  a b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  chimney wi th  s tepped shoulders ,  s t a c k s  s e t  auay 
from t h e  gable ,  and c o r b e l l e d  cap. 

F. Openings: 
1. Doon~ays and doors: The t h r e e  main en t r ance  dooniays,  

s e t  i n  t h e  e a s t  and west s i d e s ,  and t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  e l l ,  have arched 
f a n l i g h l s  wit5 r a d i a t i n g  muntins.  The f a n l i g h t  surround i s  d iagona l ly  
reeded. Each doorway has a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and a s ix-panel  door.  

-2. Windows: The windows have molded s i l l s  and a r c h i t r a v e  
t r in .  The lower ~7indo1.r~ have nine-over-nine l i g h t s ,  and t h e  upper have 
s ix -ove r - s ix .  

G .  Roof: The gable  roof i s  covered w i t h  s h e e t  meta l .  The co rn ic  
f e e t u r e s  a  course of d e n t i l s ,  a  f a s c i a  wi th  a  course o f  nlodi l l ions a t  t h e  
s o f r i t ,  a  crown molding, and anothsr  course of  d e n t i l s .  

111. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  I n t e r i o r :  ' 
A. F loo r  plan:  The f l o o r  p lan  c o n s i s t s  of  a  c e n t e r  h a l l  f lanked 

by a  room on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The single-room e l l  i s  en te red  from t h e  sou th  
room. The 1950's sun porch is entered  from t h e  r e a r  en t r ance  of t h e  h a l l .  
The 1950's  wing i s  en te red  from t h e  e l l  and has an i r r e g u l a r  p lan .  

B. Stairways:  A two-run, open-s t r ing  s t a i r  ascends i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
h a l l .  It f e a t u r e s  a  spandre l  paneled above t h e  c h a i r  r a i l ,  s o l i d  b r a c k e t s ,  
d iagonal ly  s e t  square  b a l u s t e r s ,  and a  molded r a i l .  A s ing le - run  enclosed 
s t a i r  ascends from t h e  e l l  room t o  t h e  s a f e  room above. Both i t s  s o f f i t  an t  
i t s  spandre l  have r a i s e d  r ec t angu la r  panel ing.  

C. Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  The   laster c e i l i n g s  a r e ' p a i n t e d ,  anc 
t h e  p l a s t e r  w a l l s  a r e  e i t h e r  pa in ted  o r  covered w i t h  wallpaper .  

D. Doorways and doors: Wooden six-raised-  an el doors  a r e  s u r r o u n c ~  
by a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  Reeding, e i t h e r  diagonal  o r  h o r i z o n t a l ,  surrounds t h e  
f a n l i g h t s  on t h e  en t r ance  doors .  On t h e  f r o n t  door,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  H-and-L 
hinges su rv ive ;  modern reproduct ions  a r e  used on t h e  remaining doors.  

-- ~~ .. .. -~ 
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Belleview (o r  "3el levue") ,  a n c e s t r a l  home of t h e  l a t e  J u s t i c e  
and Mrs. Kennon C.  Whi t t l e ,  was b u i l t  i n  1783 f o r  t h e i r  f i f t h - g r e a t  ' g a n d -  
f a t h e r ,  John Redd. Major Redd (1755-1850) was a pioneer  s e t t l e r  of  chat i s  
now Henry County, becoming f o r  a  period of fou r  decades a  m e ~ b e r  of t h a t  
county ' s  c o u r t .  H e  served i n  t h e  War f o r  Independence: p r imar i ly  oil t h e  
f r o g t i e r ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  a c t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Cro;mls To; 
and Cherokee suppor t e r s ,  bu t  a l s o  a t  the  s i e g e  of Yorktomn. 

A t  t h e  t ime of h i s  dea th ,  Redd was r e l a t e d  throiugh marriage -. 
h i s  om1 and those  o f  t e n  of  h i s  c h i l d r e n  and numerous grandchi ldren-  t o  the 
r e g i o n ' s  most prominent families. He i s  bu r i ed  in  t h e  graveyard a t  Xellevi  
the  e s t a t e  he developed, which has always been owned by a  member of  th- 
family.  The Kennon C.  Whi t t les  acquired t h e  proper ty ,  e i g h t y  yea r s  c f t e r  
Recid's dea th ,  from t h e i r  catisin,  P a t t y  Redd IJalIier. 

Belleview, wi th  i t s  l a r g e  acre3ge,  remains i n  t h e  possess icn  
of  i.?rs. IJhittiLe, vho, with h e r  husband, t h e  l a t e  Jus t ic i .  T\%itirle, r e s  t c r e l  
tire res idznce  du r i ag  the  !"id-1950's. The house h?s s u p e r i o r  i : . t e r i o r  
suoodrork: carved mante ls ,  d e n t i 1  molding, arched doorways, 2.nd rrainscc7tin.g- 
a l l  o r i g i n a l  2nd we l l  preserved.  It enjoys a  sp lendid  viei; ac ross  a v ,>l ley  
of gefi t ly  r o l l i n g  count rys ide ,  plowed f i e l d s ,  g r s s s  l and ,  azd f c ~ c c s ,  
w i th  few, i f  any, v i s u a l  i n t r u s i o n s  on i t s  h i s t o r i c  a spec t .  

W%en Judge U h i t t l e  moved from t h e  c i r x i t  t o  V i r g i n i a ' s  h ighes t  
c o u r t  i n  1951, Chief J u s t i c e  Edward Hudgins r e f e r r e d  t o  him as  "a riorthy 
son of  a  noble s i r e . "  Indeed, as  t h e  o b i t u a r y  w r i t e r s  observed,  i n  2967, 
fcennon C.  i a a i t t l e  " p a r a l i - l e d  an i l l u s t r i o u s  fat l :er ts  c a r e e r  f i o n  1;:: 
sci?ool t o  a s e a t  on t h e  v i rg in iabSuprewe Conrt of  Appeals." 30th  he ,  and 
h i s  f a t h e r ,  S t a f f o r d  Gornnn V h i t t l e  (d ied  1919), had d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c r r e e r s  
as t r i a l  lawye-rs and ju iges .  The e l d e r  Whi t t l e  served  on t h e  high c c u r t  
fram 1901-191.9, h i s  son from 1951-1965. 

H.P.P. 



" Jus t i ce  ! \%it t le  Dies Here a t  76," u., Nova.3er 10, 1967. 
John Rudd  (d. 18501, "Reminiscencrs of Western Virginia,177@1790," V i r g i n i a  

Henry County Pioneer  m a j o r  John Red3 ," 
Ruth ?rewry Whi t t l e  (1861-1923), "Randolph 
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7. 
E. Trim: A l l  t h e  rcoms f e a t u r e  molded c h a i r  r a i l s  and baseboards.  

The south  room and t h e  e l l  roon: a re  d i s t ingu i shed  by h o r i z o n t a l ,  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  
ra i sed-panel  wainscoat ing.  The ear ly- twent ie th-century  panel ing i n  t h e  sun 
room i s  from Judge Whi t t l e ' s  f2.mily home i n  M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  demolished i n  t h e  mi3- 
twent ie th  century .  The p l a s t e r  f l o r a l  medal l ion i n  t h e  n o r t h  room is from t h e  
same house. The punch-and-deni-il corn ice  wi th  crown molding is o r i g i n a l  t o  
t h e  h a l l  and t h e  no r th  ro&, ai:d has been reproduced i n  t h e  south  room. 

F. Heating: Although c e n t r a l  hea t ing  was i n s t a l l e d  when t h e  house 
was renovated i n  t h e  mid-1950ts,  e l a b o r a t e  mantels  remain i n  every room. The 
h e a r t h  i n  t h e  n o r t h  room was found t o  c o n s i s t  of f l a t  oc tagonal  t i l e s ,  &nd 
these  were copied f o r  use  i n  t!~r south  room. The mantel i n  t h e  no r th  room 
has a  molded s h e l f ,  a  band of  i n t e r l a c i n g  diamond-shaped ornament, a  band o f  
d e n t i l s ,  a  l a r g e  pulv ina ted  f r i e z e ,  another  s h o r t e r  s e r i e s  o f  i n t e r l a c i n g  
diamond ornanent ,  and a r c h i t r a ~ i c  t r i m  wi th  c r o s s e t s  framing t h e  opening. The 
mantel i n  t h e  sou th  room i s  s i m i l a r ,  except i n  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  band of  
reeding f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  of  diamond ornaments. The mantels  u p s t a i r s  
employ t h e  same f e a t u r e s ,  but  a r e  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e ,  and l a c k  t h e  c r o s s e t  
openings. The mantel i n  t h e  e l l  room has a  molded s h e l f ,  bands of  reeding ,  a  
l a r g e  paneled f r i e z e ,  and f l u t c d  p i l a s t e r s .  The chimney b r e a s t  has a  l a r g e  
r ec t angu la r  panel  and i s  framed by two f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

I V .  S i t e :  
A .  General s e t t i n g :  Se l lev iew i s  on t h e  c r e s t  of  a  r i s e  and f aces  

e a s t  L O  open c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  The house is surrounded by a  l a r g e  shad2d 
yard ,  and a white  board fence .  A man-made pond is j u s t  southwest of  t h e  yard.  

B .  Outbuildings:  One o l d ,  but  probably not  o r i g i n a l ,  ou tbu i ld ing  
remains j u s t  west of  t h e  house .  This i s  t h e  o l d  smokehouse, now converted 
i n t o  a  s t a b l e .  

Henry 
FOR NPS U S E  O N L Y  

G.H. 
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1 t imes through World W a r 3  ," n . p . ,  n .d . ,  t y p e s c r i p t  i n  possession of  family,  
135 pp. ("A f e w  yea r s  be fo re  her  dea th  our  youngest c h i l d ,  Randolph Gordon 
Whi t t l e ,  requested t h a t  h i s  mother prepare f o r  him a family sketch" - -  from a 
memorial t o  t h e  au thor ,  m i t t e n  by her  husband). 
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E N T R V N U M - E R  D A T E  
(Continuation Sheet) 

F o b e r t  E.  Winters ,  J , "3ellevud' ( s ic )  of Marrowbone Valley: The Home of  
Major John Redd i n  Henry Co., Virginia" Southern Antiques I n t e r i o r s ,  
Vol.  I ,  n .4 ,  (!$inter 1973), pp. 32, 28. 
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